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GENERAL 
 
Tropical Storm Hanna provided drenching rains to the eastern portion of South Carolina last week, but winds were not severe enough 
to cause crop damage to any extent.  The western half of the state received little or no rain from the storm.  Average soil moisture was 
rated at 7% very short, 35% short, 50% adequate, and 8% surplus.  Last week’s average number of days that was suitable for field 
work was 5.9. 
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
CORN harvest continued, as farmers were rushing to get the crop out of the field before Hanna came ashore.  Conditions were 44% 
very poor, 26% poor, 23% fair, and 7% good.  COTTON bolls are opening with a few growers planning to defoliate some of their 
fields in a couple of weeks.   Conditions were 4% very poor, 16% poor, 36% fair, 40% good, and 4% excellent.  PEANUTS are 
responding to the increase in moisture availability.  Early plantings are nearing time for maturity checks to be made.  Pegging will be 
starting soon in those fields.  Conditions this week were mostly good.  SORGHUM conditions improved somewhat.   Conditions 
were 27% very poor, 40% poor, 23% fair, and 10% good.  Some SOYBEAN farmers were having to apply second fungicide and 
insecticide treatments.  No general insect or disease problems were reported though.  Conditions were 10% very poor, 20% poor, 35% 
fair, 30% good, and 5% excellent.  SWEET POTATOES were half fair, and half good.  After heavy rains, some TOBACCO has 
wilted from too much to much water.  Many growers were having difficulty getting heavy equipment into fields.  Operators were 
looking for labor to walk fields, and hand harvest for the next several days.  Conditions were 5% poor, 33% fair, 57% good, and 5% 
excellent. 
  

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

HAY cutting for this year is almost complete.  LIVESTOCK owners were preparing land for winter grazing plantings.  PASTURES 
in the Upstate received little moisture from Hanna last week.  Conditions were little changed.  APPLE harvest continued.  PEACHES 
were winding down for this season.  Harvest was complete for this year’s spring and summer vegetable crops.    
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending September 7, 2008 
Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg

 Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent 

Apples, Harvested 
Corn, Matured 
Corn, Harvested 
Cotton, Bolls Set 
Cotton, Bolls Opened 
Hay, Other Hay, Harvested 
Peaches, Harvested 
Sorghum, Headed 
Sorghum, Turned Color 
Sorghum, Matured 

21 
99 
61 

100 
19 
97 
93 
99 
73 
39 

27 
99 
67 

100 
36 
99 
92 

100 
87 
61

28 
98 
60 
98 
32 
98 
93 

100 
89 
62

Sorghum, Harvested 
Soybeans, Bloomed 
Soybeans, Pods Set 
Soybeans, Turned Color 
Soybeans, Leaves Dropped 
Tobacco, Harvested 
Tobacco, Stalks Destroyed 
Watermelons, Harvested 
Winter Grazings, Planted 

13 
99 
87 

7 
2 

89 
50 

100 
6 

  

29 
100 
81 

9 
2 

89 
32 

100 
0 

 

31 
98 
83 
12 

2 
93 
48 

100 
8 

 
 
 

Condition for Week Ending September 7, 2008 

Crop Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent Crop Very 

Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Apples 
Corn 
Cotton 
Livestock 
Pasture 

0 
44 

4 
1 
9 

5 
26 
16 
11 
21 

65 
23 
36 
40 
36 

30 
7 

40 
47 
33

0 
0 
4 
1 
1

Peanuts 
Sorghum 
Soybeans 
Sweet Potatoes 
Tobacco 

0 
27 
10 

0 
0

4 
40 
20 

0 
5 

19 
23 
35 
50 
33 

66 
10 
30 
50 
57

11 
0 
5 
0 
5
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South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending September 7, 2008 
 
The week began with cool mornings and lower humidity values.  Mostly sunny conditions were observed into Thursday 
with afternoon high temperatures in the upper 80’s to lower 90’s.  At noon on Friday, clouds were expanding into South 
Carolina from the circulation of Tropical Storm Hanna which was located 280 miles SSE of Charleston. The storm’s 
center raced north, passing Charleston offshore and making landfall near the South Carolina, North Carolina border at 
around 3:00 a.m. Saturday morning.  Winds at N Myrtle Beach AP gusted to 53 mph and a minimum barometric pressure 
of 29.04 inches was recorded.  Springmaid Pier observed an estimated tidal departure of plus 2.8 feet over the predicted 
value.  Heavy rains fell near the coast producing flash flooding within the Charleston peninsula and Georgetown County. 
Skies began clearing around leftover showers Saturday and by Sunday afternoon the temperature was back into the 90’s.  
The state average temperature for the period was near normal. 
       
 
      The highest official temperature reported was 97 degrees at Orangeburg on September 7.  The lowest official 
temperature reported was 55 degrees at Cheraw on the morning of September 4.  The heaviest official 24-hour rainfall 
reported was 8.73 inches at Marion ending at 7:00 a.m. on September 6. The state average rainfall for the period was 0.7 
inches. 
 
SOIL:  4-inch depth average soil temperature:  Columbia 79 degrees. 
 
RIVERS AND SURF:  South Carolina river stages were near to below normal.  Ocean water temperatures at Springmaid 
Pier Myrtle Beach were reported at 84 degrees. 
 
 

Precipitation 

Location Weekly 
Total 

Jan 1 
Total 

Deviation 
from Average 

Greer 
Columbia 
Orangeburg 
Charlotte, NC 
Augusta, GA 
Florence 
N Myrtle Beach 
Charleston 
Savannah, GA 

0.00 
0.03 
0.13 
0.01 
0.00 
4.52 
4.29 
3.66 
0.08

25.29 
30.35 
26.67 
30.78 
27.54 
35.76 
37.69 
31.58 
30.42

-10.4 
-5.9 
-9.6 
0.4 

-5.4 
2.7 
5.8 

-6.7 
-7.2 

 Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday. 
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